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That witty fellow Punch Ins commenced, in his

weekly budget of fun, what he culls « lectures on

the British Constitution," ami in his introductory
observ: lions he calls the said constitution a " hodge-
vod«t " adding that, in ritempting to analyze it, it

impossible to decide » how much is hodgr, and
how much is podge." We will not do our merry con¬
temporary the injustice to suppose thai lie intends
to cast any ridicule upon the subject, but we object
\o ihe propriety of his calling ihe constitution of
England a " hodge-podgt." Never was there a

more decided misnomer. The common meaning
of the word, as given by Webster, is "a mixed
mass." We are aware that a Qf curious

learning has been displayed upon'the phrase by
Blacketone, in the 12ih chapter and 3d book of his
Commentaries: and that Coke, in his commenta¬
ries uoon Littleton, in the 12th chapter oi his 3d
book,'has talked most legally and profoundly about
hotchpot}" but we can find nothing in these high

authorities which justifies our friend Punch's ap¬
plication of the term to the British constitution.
We hold that the constitution in question is made
up of a great gathering or collection of facts and
doings ; of charters, grants, acts of Parliament, <fcc.;
but tliere i* nothing of the character of a mixture
about the mass. It is all of one material, all tend-,
ing to one end ; it is made up of one solo ingredient,
all tendii.g to one result, the rights and liberties of;
the people ; and by means of which those rights and
liberties have been extended, consolidated, anil en¬

joyed. Call it, if you will, by another aewii-classi-
cal phrase, an omnium-gatheram, or, in East An¬
glian, Provincial parlance, a " hog-in-u-ditherum,
for it is literally a gathering together; but HI that is
gathered is of one homogeneous description : there
is no mixture, there is no hodge-podge or hotchpot Jabout it.

Centuries have rolled away since the work of
moulding the constitution of England into the rorm
it at present wears first begin. Empires have been
lost and won ; kingdoms have disappeared ; great
ones of the earth have been laid low, and are no

more remembered ; but all that time, while manv a

haughty memorial of human pride or human gran-1
deur has been stricken from the list of things that
be, the form of government under which our liber¬
ties have been gradually widened and cemented and
enjoyed in this country has been in the process ol
expansion, growth, and development. The Nor.-
mas seemed for a time to oppress and orerwhehn
the Saxon principle of government in the Slate ;
but eventually the rugged determination of the latter.
restored the balance which hud been for a time de-'
stroyed. A single line records the fact, but it took
ages' to bring our political machine to its present
perfection, and to destroy, or at least to neutralize, j
the friction of its various part?, until each could
work freely and fulfil the duty assigned to :t. Our
constitution is not like yours, one sole written do¬
cument, to be taken up and read, and laid down and
discussed. We have no written constitution. The
bulwark uuder which wc take shelter a& the fortress
of our liberties is composed of char'.ets, grants, and
acts of Parliament: the former wrung from mon-
archs by the people's power in acknowledgment of Jthe people's rights ; ihe litter framed by the peo¬
ple's representatives in protection or ex'ension of
those rights. No, no, Mr. Punch: our constitu¬
tion is no hodg"-podge; it is one great uniform
mass of rights and powers, and liberties and pro¬
tections ; gradually got together; sometimes pro
cured at much co«t of suffering and blood, but al-
-ways looking to and promoting one object. The

. commencement of the present year found the Peo-1
pie and the Parliament of England at work amend-!
ing and improving this constitution. A struggle had
Ion?* been going on,was then,and is now going on, be¬
tween the aristocratic and the popular fee'ing of ths
empire ; not with any great bitterness or virulence,
because in England political warfare {tuts on rather
the appearance of an amicable suit at law than an

augry encounter, and it advmces towards its object
perhaps with slower, but certainly with more satis¬
factory results. The French rcvoluaon of Februa¬
ry bur>t upon us like a political earthquake among
the nations, ami seemed, as it rushed by us with
.whirlwind speed, to mock the slow hut steady pace
ot English reforms and improvements. But, fortu¬
nately, we were not tempted to enter upon a racc
with our neighbors. As a people, we have never
been inclined to offer incense at tne altars of the
wild demon of revolution. There were, indeed,
some few rash or unthinking or enthusiastic men
who were led away by the dazzling scenes which
were enacted in the capital of France, and anxious
to emulate and imitate them in this country. But
the sound sense of the treat bulk of all "lasses of
society was so firmly opposed to ihem that theyprudently abstained from a'l vain attempts to givereality to their * ishes. The English people prelertheir own experience to the experiment* of others.
They cherish liberty u»o much to run the ri?k of
exchanging it for licentiousness. They who have
been occupied no many age;* in the work of j»erfect-
ing and maturing the lorrn of government under
which they live will not hazard the chance of a re¬

trograde #tep by taking a rash and hasty forward
one, in an imperfect light, and l»efore they are cer¬
tain of its direction and tendency. The feelingthat we enjoy much makes lis hesitate before we
make any not well-considered movement in search
of innre. We know that therp is much to be done,
that the State machine needs repairs in one place
and improvement in another; that friction lias crept
in here, and decay is visible there; that the anti¬
friction of reform must cure the one, and an inser¬
tion of sound and strong materials must remedy the
other. All this is known by the mass of English
people, and they are desircus of remedying these
defects; but not by taking the old machine to
piece-, and running the risk of building it up again.
This would really be m iking the hodge-podge"
of which our Inend Punch speaks. We want re¬
novation, not alteration : restitution, not revolution;
reformation, not innovation. All this our good old
"omniuhi-guthcturn' of a constitution will bear;
all this, we hope, it is de«tiu« d gradually to receive.
The firm and grave attitude of English reformers
jnust not be mistaken for apatiiy ; ificv must not be
understood U> be satisfied with things as they are
because thev do not build barricades, *ssassina»e
members of Parliament, and bully min'ster*, as our
Teutonic friends at Frankfort have lately done.
Entland is not going U» retrograde into despotismbecause she does not rais« the war-cry of revolu¬
tion, and denounce pvptV thing that is, without be-
ing prepared to substitute something better. She is
conservative so far as ia necessary to be preserva¬
tive; she stands still only until sh»; perceives that
Fhe can move advantageously: her progrvtt is
cteady, noi rapid ; her liberty without lirfr.Mt; and
her desire that all nations and people may think and
act for themselves. England has no wish to inter¬
fere with any other country's concerns, and she will
not allow any other country to interfere with hers.
She is prepared U> do ail lhal her constitution, libe¬
rally interpreted, will allow her to do ; and if, ac¬

cording to Punch'* opinion, that constitution be
really a .. hodgepodge" we sincerely wish that his
rnerrv continents upon it may enable some of our

neighbors to make as good a mixture.
Wc did not intend to write so seriously or so

long upon this subject, but we trust to your read¬
ers' iii'lolgenee for thus commenting upon an ex¬

pression which has proved more suggestive than
we expected. ,

The Edinburgh Review for October contains a

I very long article headed " Revolution aiul Reform."
| We do not like the title; it almost leads to the infer-
ence that reform is -to follow revolution ; our opiti-
ion is that the former is to prevent the latter. The
whole tenor of the article is, however, most strik-
ingly in favor of our view of the question, and we

do not leel a little flattered when we find opinions
which we have frequently advanced in our commu¬
nications to the "National lnteiligsncer " echoed
by so high an authority. W e have often stated
every sentiment contained in the following extract,
hut, as wt feel thnt we have never stated them so

well, we venture to give the words of the eloquont
reviewer, in order that our own ideas may receive
the advantage of being clearly and forcibly advo¬
cated :
"No country has ever effected so many great chr.ng<?s by

peaceful mean* as England ha* done during the lust one hun¬
dred and oixty yearj; and far less changed, more rapidly ac¬

complished or attempted, have, in other countries, l>een eitlur
attended with many of the evils of revolution, or have, in fact,
produced them. It is their graiiu.il character, and that alone,
which nas made them safe. The history of many of these
great changes is, in this point of view, doeply instructive.
The principles involved in them were, at fiist, si >wlj propa¬
gated lrom a few superior minds to many of inferior power,
graJually made their way into large scction*, and at length
manes of the community. Were first maligned, then dis¬
cussed, then familiarized.then embraced.(ill, at length, hav¬
ing leavened the whole lump, the Legislature solemnly »et its
seal to the expression of matured public opiuion. Nor do we

in the slightest degree doubt that equally great changes may
be peacefully effected, and will be wiUiessed by our posterity
Without any danger to the constitution, provided they are ef¬
fected in a similarly cautious and temperate spirit. Lint if by
>rily raising our linger we could effect all these changes to-

moirow, .ve would nofdo it; because certaii. that, until they
enlisted a decided preponderance of the intelligence, wealth,
and population of the cou .try in their favor, we should only
do harm by it. Many of our great changes have been half a

century in maturing. It is a commrn place to say ' Ministers
are ever behind the People.' They never do any thing of im-
portance until 'they are compelled.' We answer at once,
'may it ever be so.' We have no wioh to see the Minister
who will take upon himself to propose any great change, on

hi* own individual conviction, or on that of his official col¬
leagues, that if will be for the benefit ot the nation ; nor until
'he nation has unequivocally expressed itn decidedly prepon-
derating will. This were, in fact, to wrest out of the Lani's
of the people that sovereignty of which they are usually so

jealous. We would strictly keep it in their hands, and would
Jeny to any minister the right of presuming what ought to be,
or what, in a few years, will be, the will of the nation. HiK
part and his duty is to wait till he sees the great bulk of the
nation already marshalling him to his course ; and, so far from
blaming, we would rather applaud the cauticn which will not
b" satistied until that course is very unequivocally indicatej ;
otherwise he might be giving effect, not to the voice of the
nation,-b'lt to the suggestions of a few individuals. Thus
what is olten urged against the conduct of a Government-.
that it is behind the people.is, most generally, iu highest
praise. All fhat a wise minuter will commonly attempt to do
is to sail into harbor at -he 'op of the tide. If he nttempt it
before, he will only bring the vessel on the breakers. The
udc must be at tlood before he can safely raise his anchor."

Sir James Mac Kivrosu never uttered a profound-
er or a truer word than when he said that ** politi¬
cal institutions are not made, but grow." This
vital principle it is in the British constitution, this
growth which has been maturing lor centuries, and
is capable of indefinite further growth, which gives
to it a power and an energy omnipotent for all tite
legitimate purposes of Government, which could
not be derived from a mere skeleton of parchment.
Oue more short, extract from this powerfuliy writ¬
ten article.it will be some weeks befori it is re-

printed in the United Slates; and when it is it will
not -be seen by many of those who will peruse it,
if inserted in your columns. This is a period in
the world's history when it is of the highest itn-
portance that correct notions of good Government,
and the best modes of securing it, should oe widely
disseminated. Republican as we are in our feel¬
ings, and regarding republicanism as the very best
theory of Government, we are still very much in
doubt whether any great portion of the family of i
man is fit for its practice, although we hold that the
.vhole of that family has the capacity to make itself
so. We do not think that our neighbors in Fran-e
can establish a republican form of Government,'
through this moral or social or political ineompali-'
bility. You have much less of this incoippatibilitv,
and therefore you are proportionally better fitted for
republican rule, and the perpetuity of your institu¬
tions depends entirely npon your preserving and
increasing your adapliveness to their operations.Now, next to your form of Government, absolute¬
ly both theoretically and practically republican, wehold the form of Government administered under
the British constitution to be the most icpt-.blicanin its operation and results :

"It has been (says the reviewer) a very slowly-de*elo|>ed
growth of centuries 5 an aggregate of laws and usag< s which
have been imperceptibly depositing th. maelves during a thou-
»nd years.the most venerable tnd the irixt carious of the
int> Ihttual structures of civilised man. It is a pile, majestic
indeed, but of varying orders of architecture, and of parts that
have to be referred to tb« most widelv-distant eras ; much of
it hoary with age, and some of it the fresh looking masonry of
yesterday. But the whole erection has l«en marked by the
law of continuity; and though, in fact, during the ten centu¬
ries of iu existence, it has passed through changer which may
be t#id to b* tantamount to *n entire charge of constitution,
ant, if they had been effected simultaneously, would, in fact,
have constituted such a transform ni ui, no portion has been
removed at one time so large as not to leave a far greater part
funding untouched. It has l»een charged, like the sacred
.hip of Athens plank by plank, fragment by fragment, till
tc-rcely any (.art remains as it was. Htill, as in the human
body, continuity and change have co-operated and secured
«ubstantial identity by the timmkammtt proeesjes of decay

repaiatiou, it has throughout been different, and yet the
same."
The reviewer has not pleased the advocates for

Parliamentary reform, because he docs not think
that universal suffrage and the vote l>y ballot ire
the best means of obtaining it. The Daily Aetrt,
whilst it deprecates some of the opinion* of the
Edinburgh Reviewer, does not recommend univer-!
sal suffrage for England; and with respect to the 1
extension of the suffrage to females, it lias the foi-
lowing, as it appears to us, very pertinent remarks :
" We do not think that the votes of all *)en and women

would diflfc r in their mulls from the voter of all men. The
mor- delicate sex are almost universally dependant .the echoes
of the manly mind » or, where they are not echoes, they have
other and more effk.rnt means of making their wills consulted
and their ideas followed than by arraying themselves at the
hustings in opposition to their huabands and their fathers.*
. But we are carrying out these observations upon
a question of English concernment to a length which
inay be tedious to oar transatlantic readers, al-
though we know the deep interest which pervades
the American mind respecting English polities ; and
the opinions of the principal English journals must
be allowed to reflect the form and shape and colors
which those politics assume.
The trials of the Chartists in London during the

last week in September, have made both pleasant
and painful revelations. The pleasartories are '.he
utter weakness and insignificance of the phtjtical-
force portion of the Chartist party, and the theoreti¬
cal, visionary, vacillating, and therefore weak and
unimportant character of the moral-force Chartist*.
We are convinced tlfht, in England at Hast, there is
no party deserving of governmental notice, who
have any desire to bring about a revolution, or to
oppose the constitutional administration of existing
laws. England is sound at heart; there are grum¬
blings and heart-burnings, and a desire for reform
and progress, and for an extension of privilege and
power to the middle and lower classes, but there js j

no portion of the population banded together as
disturbers of the public peace, there is no organized
community desirous of, or aiming to procure anv.
even the greatest amount ol change at the cost of a

revolution. The painful revelations made by these
Chartist trials arc the proofs of the existence of a

class of people debased enough to assume the cha-
raster and the duties of spies upon the sayings and
doii'gs ol their neighbors, for the purpose of re¬

ceiving the ignominious rewards of informer*.
Ashamed we are to say thai these men do form a

class, fa. as respects numbers, importance, in-
tlueiice, and association. It was upon the evidenc e
of these men that the misled and weakheaded
Chartists have been convicted and sentenced to
transportation for life. How far some of ttiese mis¬
guided men were led to the commission of the of¬
fences for which they are to be banished from their
native land, by the arts aud cunning of the wretches
who wormed themselves into their confidence lor
the purpose oi betraying them, is a very important
and pain ul question, llow far the employment of
spies is a moi nl practice we will not decide; we arc
sure it is not an honorable one. And further, we
cannot perceive how a man who thus deceives his
associates can be a competent witness against them,
lie cannot come into court with clean hands - he
cannot be, wiiat the lawjers call " rectus in curia."
Le tins as a may, we are quite sure that ihe exist¬
ence and the employment of such degraded persons
is a disgrace to the nation, and to the administration
ol our laws.

October 5..The trial of Air. Smith O'Br^v
has proceeded to the close of the examination of
witnesses for the crown, and the lasl news brings
the report down to the end of the Attorney General's
case. Some curious traits of Irish character hnve
been developed. Several of the witnesses for the
prosecution could not, by any means, bo iuduceclto

hhnprisoner. « They had never seen

,

' . they d,d not know which was he," <fcc
women brought forward to give evidence posil

lould hl h /° te8t,fyuan-v thin& ; thpy said they
ih° olh/r n/00"" F 8ay a wo,d one ,vav

,n,

'

r
COUrse the^ werc committed for

contempt ol court, and no doubt will rather suffer
all the pains :ind penalties of contumaiy than give
an} testimony against th* prisoner. It has leaked
".'? A *l,CUSe a;;'erdlct °r of high treason is

aid Ih n aW W"u J,owed to take its course,

?h,i ,bi/ lfUK 18unQeUl in,liRled* The impressionhat this will be the case wil! act favorably for the

hu'man ^ "!! °^ ; ,he> wiH be naturally and
'. fe y. disposed to give every point the most

niercv is !^retr,,,,0n' ^ey know that no
mere) ,s to oe rendered to the prisoner, after his
case has passed out of thex hands.

f he grain crop of Ireland will turn rut better
,he ,as'

r .
Irioh potato crop, prepared for ti e

use of the poor law commissioners, shows a very

'ha' an<"hCT

lh/whol?hl.?L<>r"l.G£0"<''! ha, thrown
the hole body of Protectionists and the two sec¬
tions ol Conservatives and Tories into gre t com¬
motion. J oryism is rampant in England and no

thing appears to satisfy fts advocates but die r^
ment of"the Hof !iT ^ Irela,,d'the re-establish-
nent of the Aloly Alliance in Europe, and oi the

TW Tl and 311 thpir COnco,nitant3 at home!
ever uDon Zl* J«*PPOintmem, how.
ever, upon these points, but they wil| not be t,,e

meet^anif ^ jQemCf< <fn
the Standard and the Morning Chronicledfm'nd
"khting under the same banner 'Pf,0
alvnwi of the Ptti school are iwpi^ Jh U«
desire to re-unite the Tory party ,1,
nil. Iea0_..,y are
the ultra Jones. If thev eoulrl unit*. 1

together, they would prove a powerful, perhap^anoverwhelming opposition to the Whiirs but il »

strength of the Uuer c onsists iu the wam ol n.m
cement among their opponents.

P } I

nothing rcW in France. There 1
appears to hare been 3 great oversight, a« well a- a
show o! injustice, in not placing the Btnaparte dv
nasty upon a par with thole ofdleJL"^Z

r j ThC f°rmer 8hou,d hav'

^en excluded the country as weil a* the two latter
I he Bonapart.sts, however, are the most popular, noi
nlj m Paris, but throughout France . }»«'.

.he least tntm.nenHy tla^e^..""'tonal Aaetmbljr almost unperctj.ed. They hart I
remained there harmh.ss, and many think that "the
admns.on of Louis Napoleon among tlie.n will but
bnn? him down to their levei, and that his prestive

wa\%eXrrhoet^day hyt^̂
Assembly arm and arm with Geo. Cavaig",'"'" Vtr i
disgraceful scenes of confusion took pLeonthr.Oth ultimo in the National Assembly in conn

""''"""I .moUrrS;'respecting sc ne democratic banquets which h-,1
lately been held at Toulouse, IWev nndnth,
places. It is !>aid 1Jothin~ J ' ,nd olher

r ¦'«. »nd that .hc Unlhi 'rlT:'
saved from the fury of the sav.w \f -,.7, 1

,
y

,

rushed upon him. by ti:e interposition of^h^ ** W I

n..ler of ihe Interior. Every Z- fM"
clearly the changing tenden.'- «.f »h fM.mor*
.he A»embly. li.. ~ " ,y,,"f th' of,
Presidents and Secretaries of th l

majomy of the |
to the (iovprnment P^^; this ^ 0^ri1 !
republicans of the vieitle are elected P !
namely, M M. Dnpont de 1'FuV a PrtM,,denl''
drin The remainder cons,.|0f MM^l"
thty n-ard ihe r»,olot,on of ?cbTSy W'^h'fhbates on the constitution continue i

(E'e " ill take place upon
. ' "L, A

every .L.l« anJ ,h(! "^"^''1'''"'
,h' «¦

lately the ««* d^rmuZ"V
universal suffrage as the i, n f,e,r f('VOracy of

«- pom,,. ,!r:r*fo:hai1
nation atil, |¦" .JV" 'onMcr-
nerve to prevent the elect or, Vf ,? ? l

"g *VCry
tionary of the republic fr0m bPJ k

fun"*

t-i. In the midst, ho^r of !.7nSert fUch a

of opinion, confidence and tra.l i
" ^'"ation

pear to be reviving in FrL *, !'COrn»erco kp-
ihe hank i.Jp"^e^V^**!,f
»t*'h'"e ST101''1
Italy. The Cabinet of Viennn ,wT prf''"'ribftd in
to accede to a congress of th* m

"e" IJ,elf ready
» ho iroaramie,I Ihe final a,t n| (i,«?£'£"* *mCT"the- 'irrHnir^incnt ol tfir- m «

Vienna

ntre nnd id.,. »£
tjoniil administration ; on condition

°

.Ik -aid kingdom shall re"nme it 0rti''7^"'
^V'h Au<,,r,a- A« regards Ve.iCe

<

Government wishes to prove its n,L AuHtr,an

preserve peace, and offers to susp.-n,! ,° l°

against the rjtv during ^
""P^nd proceedings

Mediating PoZ,,^
.ton of the city as not in an? wavfur - au^u
^"-pension of hostilities. TheKZhf 7 ""

have, it is said, appoint M ViZl hG<mr»m*nt
traordinarv to a co^toVMd\;V.D?07 T
to decide on the arrangements be «.' AInr,'Prock;
Me4n,om-

unusual degree of nerve in two manifestoes which
he has addressed to the peopls and army of Hun¬
gary. He has ordered both parlies in Hungary to
suspend hostilities. The Croats have obtained fur¬
ther and most decided victories over the Magyars,and the condition of the latter has become very cri¬
tical. In Frankfort the business of the Central
Parliament appears to be advancing satisfactorily.The riots of September have given the central power
an additional degree of strength, which may lead to
the best conscquonees to Germany. The new Mi¬
nistry of the Archduke John has become popular
with the Assembly. It can now depend upon the
support of the whole of the right and upon that of
about seventy memhers of the left, which will en¬
sure it a tolerably large majority.
The King of Prussia has not gone to the extre¬

mities feared and expected. He has not dislodgedthe national or burgher guard from the capital, nor
has he flown so coinplntel) in the lace of the Na-
tional Assembly as to refuse to act up to its vote,
which required the military officers to profess fidelity
to the ..onstitutioii or resign. The late Ministry,
that of Auerswald and Camphauscn, refused to exe-
cute this anti-military vote of the Assembly ; they
feared the army. M. Bockerath, called in to re-

place them, refused to affront the Assembly by
declaring for the independence of the army. The
King, in his dilemma, applied to two general
officers, Pfuel and NVrangcl, to wield all power,
civil and military, and nothing leas than a military
attack upon the capital was expected in conse¬
quence. But the King thought better of it. Gen.
Pfuel has declared his determination to pursue a
constitutional course. The military party in Prus¬
sia is of course indignant. They call the King's
conduct an abdication, and say that he has laid his
crown at the feet of the rabble. But it is not with¬
out good grounds that he has declined the advice of
his brother, the Prince of Prussia, who is known
to have recomnjeni'ed putting down the Assembly
and the buigher guard by means of the military.
We may hope that the crisis in Prussia, fearful as
it was, has passed.

There is very little news from Italy, but many
rumors respecting Naples and Sicily. The last is
that Messina has been recaptured by the Sicilians ;
but this may well he doubted.

Holland is advancing with the formation of her
new constitution very calmly and quietly.

Spain seems full of Carlist and Montemolin skir¬
mishing, and to be always about something, al¬
though nothing comes to puss; but even this is
better than the torpidity of Portugal.
From the north of Europe there is nothing what¬

ever, excepting a report that five thousand Russians
had crossed the Pruth to reinforce the army of oc-

cupation in Moldavia, and that winter quarters are
to be prepared in that country for seventy thousand
men. This will be occupation in earnest.

There is news from Sir Janes Uoss and the ex-

pedition ip search of Sir John Franklin and his
gallant companions to the 12th July, when the ships
were at Uppernarick, Davis's Straits. We are

sorry to say that, up to that time, they had not the
slightest intelligence or trace of the objects of their
anxious inquiries. The}' had not seen any pieces
of wreck, nor, with their most diligent researches,
had they discovered the slightest clue to the fate of
their adventurous countrymen.
The minor theatres in London are about com¬

mencing their winter campaign, and Sadler's Wells,!
the Princess, and the Adelphi had opened, and
all with very satisfactory success. Mr. Bunn is
about opening Drury Lane with'a very strong com¬
pany for English opera and the ballet. Miss May-
wood, who made her debut, we believe, in the Uni¬
ted States, und who has acquired nrrch fame aa a

dameuse at some of the principal Italian theatres,
has been engaged with Mr. Bunn.
The iiterary world affords nothing new. The

magazines for the month arc unusually trcshy.
Ocioher 6..There is but little news this mom-

ing. Mr. Whiteside has commenced the defence
of Mr. J*. O'Brien. He would occupy two days.
A Madrid paper says : " Considerable sensation j

4 was created among the diplomatic Circles »t Ma-
4 drid by an insult which had been offered to the
. family of the American Minister in that capital.
? The Minister had sent a note to the Government,:
4 demanding an immediate apology and reparation,
4 declaring that otherwise he would demand his
4 passports and return."
From Prussia we hear tliat there is every proba-

bility that the negotiation with Denmark will lead
to a peaceful arrangement. A letter from Strasburg
states that a notorious jacobin of Baden, an ex-mem¬
ber to the Frankfort Parliament, is on his voyage
to the United States, having been engaged by an

electioneering agent of Gen. Cast's party to aid in
the organization of the German emigrants in the
United States in the support of that gentleman at
the approaching Presidential election.

Lair arrivals from Vienna state that the Austrian
Government had definitively rejected the Anglo-
French mediation respecting Italy. %.

FRANCE.
COHRESPOXUEHCK or THk COMNXlCIAL ADVERTIM*.

lVm«, October 4, 1H4H.

Immediately after the revolution of February, France pre¬
sented an unequalled spectacle to the astonished nation* of
Kurojx!. The event which had arrived no suddenly and so

thoroughly to put in end to the designs of all exi'ling parties,
and to commence ih< reconstruction of the whole machinery
of Government, and, as many voice* loudly proclaimed, of the
more intimate institutions of socicty, was received with a

unanimity, not to say an enlburis»:n, on ail aides, which
seemed full ol happy oroetia for the future. From every quar-
ter came adhesions to the new order of things; men of the
ma*l opposite opinion* made harte to odor their allegiance, |
and, as if animated to a glorious ond patriotic renunciation ol
long-cheriahcd antagonisms, joined tleir handa at the altar of
their country. Unity, conciliation, devo'ion to the common

good, proinixcd in the excitement of the hour to inaugurate a

new era for France and for the world.
lial a cool observer, if at that moment there were sny such,

coul I no» have fsiled to see that this war a prom.se which, to
my ibe least, could n it be immediately fu'tilled. The reign
ot Louis Philippe had been a steady preparation for a tevolu-
lion, do doubt, but not for a millennium. The grant eitent to
which it had developed the manufacturing industry ot the
country, by crowding into the largo citics an active population
whose wants increased as steadily as their earning* w-re di-
mintahed, and whoee minds were open in consequence to the
auggesUons of the most radial and revolutionary doctrines,
had forced the difficult anil dangerous questions relating to the I
state of the laboring clastes into a prominence which they had
never had before. At the satne time the undue expenditures
of all the Governments of Europe, combined with other causes,
had rendered a general crisis in the financial world inevitable;
indeed that crisis was already in existence, and its effects had
been felt for the previous year and a half. Add to all these
the fict that the parties which had been in the fn Id previous
to February, tbougn rurprimd by that event and .endy the dayafter to renounce the srHemos which they bad long arid perti-
naciously maintained, wen. still sctualfy «n existence j that ir
to say, the interests on which they wer* founded were still in
existence and could not be consigned to the grave by the wurda |of <beir previous representatives) though renounced to-day
they were sure to rqfurn to-morrow and re»um« their ascen¬
dency. In view of all these things, I say, it required no very jprofound judgment to foretell that the new-born harmony was
not destined to a very long duration, unit** the Government I
coulu accomplish impossibilities, restore prosperity tothecoun- I
try, revive its languishing industry, open new channel* to iia
enterprise, giv«. a new vitality to credit, and at the same time
sauaf) the Jeinands of the workmen in the cilies, and l>j someoifacixation of their lat>or assure them constant employmentand abundant returns.
And in fact the harmony was not of mwh longer etistence

than the ephemera that flatter out their liule portion of vitalitv
in tie transit nt beams of a summer's sun. '1'he cessation of
commerce, the stoppage of industry, the doubtful policy of
the Government, Ihfe unappeasable demands of the laboring(lasses, and the ambition of the parties that had so shortly be¬
fore bad full possession of the stage, all combined to produce
not a state of agreement, but of entire dieeord. I will not
dwell opon the mournful events which grew out of that die-
cord.events which certainly did much 'ostrengthen the hands
of the abrolutiit interest in other coontries, aod to delay,

though in the long run pcrhap but -lightly, thrii advance¬
ment to republican liberty, l merel> reler ^ jt he,e t0 rec#||
to the mindi uf ruy reader. the connexion between what now
exuils and what hat gone before.

Dissensions in the Assembly.
This discord of parties u a|. at the bo.turn of the peipetualturrnoU in wh'ch the deliberttiio,,, uf ihe Assembly are con¬

ducted and of which 1 have ao often had occasion to speak.
appeuw m an aterte here, and in a tiewsi»a|>er article th 're,

i a'eg.fi.rute,tot to-day and a republic,V I,a vado to-niorl
. ljU'» .alwve1 »ppeara in the midst of the assembled

represent:i"vea ol the nation. The causes out of which it
¦, tw a irst, some of which I have named above, are now
more ic ive than ever, and consequently the hostility ia more
pro oun and bitter. 1 W antagonists are arrayed hefor* euch
other, eairer and threatening, .Jtl Wer^ it not tliat a milder
epocn makes a return to the reign of terror iro^.-iblo, It
wouid aeeru us if the scenes of tho Convention were aliout to
be renewed, ihe passim* excited ^re as violent as then,
but, thanks to the passagr of half a century, they cannot be
roused to such bloody and unsparing action. The worst that
cai come of them now u » civil war, a:i4 that, let uj hope,
tho gcniuii of Franco ma}' prevent.

Moomentx of Parties.
It io hardly yesterday lince the friends of Henry V. weie

agitating the northern departments by their demonstrations o£
hoj>e arid faith in tLe speedy re-establishment of that repre-
siri ative ol divine right upon the throne of his ancestors.a
faun and hope, by the way, not yet extinguished. It is hardly
yesterday nince all Paiis, uil France, and all Lurojte were
alarmed at the election of Louis Napoleon, fearing that bis
arrival here might lie the lignal for a now inhurrection.a fear
entirely wiibout rewon. Now it is the turn of the republi¬
cans to alarm their feilowciiizens. Tliey have begun a series
0 anquets, celebrating (Le original proclamation of the re¬

public. Ihe first ol thesj was last week at the Chalet, and
was noticed in my last. It has been succeeded by similar
manifestations in almost every quarter of the country. Iini
.ating the reform banqaeti which distinguished the latter put
01 the reign of Louis Philippe, they announced their inten-
Uou to maintain the agitation of the reforms, and of the new
measures which thev have adopted as their political pro-
gramme. At some of these festivals it is alleged that, with the
ascent ot the wine into the brnins of the young republicans
who were present, the most alarming sentiments have l»een
evpressed, the red republic invoked, toasts drunk to Uarbes,
to Marat, and to Kobospitrre, and the return of thu guillotine
proclaimed n* the only salvation ol the republic. On the other
tiar.d, tho pa-ty in who* interest the Lanquetu are mainly
held the Socialist Republican party.repudiate all such ex

travagnnc.es, and declare that they have no other end in view
than the le^itiinatH dissemination of their principles, which
are, as they aliirm, the opposite of all violence, and when
charged with ibe with to revive the era of the guillotine, they
reply that they have proved themselves opposed to the guil-
lotme altogether ; they have used all tlnir efforts to procure
the abolition of capital punishment by constitutional provision.

'
^
Scene in the Assembly.

The pitch to waich the spirit, of the opposing parties ia
wrought up was illustrated in the Assembly on Saturday, in
a manner which surpassed all its previous manifestations,
i lie occasion was a benquet at Touloure, where, according
to the report, the revolutionary excitement went all the length
ihat it could gc and ln> expressed merely in words. Tho mu-

nicipai authorities, the prefect of the department, and in fact
all Lie official characters of the place were present, with the
exception of the commcndant of the troops stationed there and
his subordinates. The matter wis brought up in the Assem¬
bly by a call upon the Minister of the Inteiior for explana¬
tions as to the presence of the prefect, the mayor, and the
municipal council.
The representative l.y whom the call was r.iade was M. Den-

joy, from the tJirende, a gentleman the wa-mth of whoso at¬
tachment to republican principles is not v."y genernlly believ¬
ed m. He commenced by saying thai a campaign of banquets
seemed to have beeu oj<er.ed at oil points of France. The
pres'ding thought a' thun was, according to appearances, not
only to celebrate the fifty-sixth anniversary of the republic,
but also to pretest against the refusal of the right to labor and
against the existing Government as the Government of mar¬
tial law, of liacspoitations cn rnattse, arid of the inspection ol
journals. At tho banquet of Toulouse tho parties were sum¬
moned to meet by a handbill which bore the motto, " Vive la
Republi/jue De.ujcratv/w et Sociale /" So that there could
be no doubt ss to the character of the aflair before it took
place.
M. Donjoy'b manner, as he commenced his remarks, was

not of a conciliatory sort Ho is at all times a speaker of the
militant and agg-esatve order, and now he seemed bent on

provoking the Mountain to the utmost. He was evidently
succeeding in bij intention, for each phrase was received, not
with the loud inter uptions which are the fashionable lerponse
wh.»n any thing unpleasuf is said, but with a hoarse murmur
ihat mdu ated the gathering of a storm mucu more formidable
<h»u those which daily burst within the walls of the chamber.
1 o these warnings M. Benjoy paid not the slightest attention,
except to give a keener and more biting edge to his words.

At this banquet, (continued the *poakor,) as if word* were
not enuugH, euje wii taken tr> oddresa th»- eyea. '1'he pillars
of the hall were diaped vith red j the pedestal of a statue of
liberty was red ; the coelades worn by tne guests were so ar¬

ranged that the white and tho blue were nearly invisible,
leaving them apparently -*d ; and oh the staff of a flag which
was displayed at tho hw-.J of the table a red cap was placed.
All this showed Ihat it wus a festival of the red republ'c.
The first toist wa« givon by the Prefect, and to its eenti-

mcnt M. Denjoy had no objection. Hut a toast to the Na¬
tional Assembly succeeded, and it wax received with cries of
«¦ Down w. h the Natbnal Assembly !" and one to General
Cavaignac fare,' jven worse. '1'he cries the hisses, and the
clanur that greeted the*; toasts were net Allowed by the pro-
~ of the functionaries j>resent, and their wimd.awal trom

' bey remained silent, arxl sikUCe was approval
and imrticpation. Ant what other conclusion could the popu-
liiion draw f.om such :ulpabie silence tiian that the Govern¬
ment, represci:Ud by Ue highest BLthorities of the depart-
n<ent, favored the doc'mes of the l>anquet ' fn view of all
'hl*' he .'?"landed if the Cat inet, wiiich on another occasion
bad acted with such prcmptr.ess, (the dissolution ot the Mu¬
nicipal Council at Moitpelier, on occaeion of the legitimist
riot,) would now di.pliy the same ene.gy and dissolve the
Municipal Council of Toulouse ?
Thus far, we had hai nothing but preliminary murmurs,

as tl the Mountain bad aninstinctive reuse ofwhat was coming,
and reserved it* strength for a moment when it would all be
wan'ed. After the barfuet, (contirued M. Derjoy.) there
were proeesaions in n\i the streets of the rty, shouting V,ve
Marat \,cr llbtpienrt ' 17re la guillotine / filin g with
terror the peacesJe inhabitants, and spreading alarm among
all Classes. Wes it by presenting the republic in such s msn-
ner by revising the recollections of '93.ihat thc«w?xi>ect»d
to make tne people love the republic » Waa it by presenting
the republic ca it had juat been done r.t Toulouse or at the
Chalet of Paris '

Effect of the Speech.
The speaker was not allured to bmsh thia sentence. The

whole extreme left rose like one man und sent forth a unani-
mous sh.^iit of "Order, order!" at which the galleries friily
shook. M-fcsrs. Buvtgnter, 0)liv,er, and oth. r atrong-lunged
orstors of that p .rty make themselve heanl above the tumult
like a ship s captain shouting in a storm, M. Denj..y is apos-
trophiied by several gentlemen in terms which they would
hsrdly repeat m their cool moments, and on one si.le you ran
see Jules Favre going out for Ledru Rollin, who is l»adly
wanted. J

At last quiet ia restored, very much by the exhaustion of
the combatants, and M. Denjoy, who haa been looking on
with great calmness, though not exactly with the sir of a saint,
resumes his speech. He would demsnd sgain of the A«sem-
bly if it was by evoking the recollections of 1793, if it was in
proposing astignants and trmed propagation of republican idea*.
that they expected U> attach the population to the republic.
And in a word, for when they desired the end they o .ght also
to de%re the means, waa it by presenting the guillotine '

The scene which followed this word baffles description, and
has no parallel except in the arnals of the Convention. It
seemed at the instant as if the last moment of the speaker had
arrived. As if by one impulse, the members wfc i sit on the
upper hcocbee on the left row ,nd rushed down the step, snd
gathered around the tnl-urie, screaming and threa'emng with
flenched fists to overwhelm him, to drsg Mafrr m the tribune.
snd to rrrenge the insult he bad thrown at them by chastise
merit inhered on his rerson. Another group, with equally
.oud and viohnt shouts ru.hed <lown from the right Vo op-

fTJ ^ SSl .M Don^ *<**1 arms
fofded and with a sati,fM.d sort of coolness, ss if be bad done
the best thing in the world, was protected liy eight of the
hutmern, or officers m attendance, who were sufficient to gnsrd
the entrances to the tribune «g.,.,t . |.,Ke number There
were at least four hundred repiesentatives on the floor at that
moment, gesticulating |,g* miMjriMn. ,hini. ^

r|C,r IfZLLZZ.* ". inevitable.

,
T .llirM^n f" ProminfW« hr bad mounte,l

a chair directly ,n f,ont 0f lh(, lriton#t hj, j
arms in th« direction of Denjoy, and seemed about to spring
over thei railing and cnn.eiKr the engagement. M. Henard
was,,, the Presidents chair, Marrart having given it op J
fore tbe affair began. H,< «.* t,. . .. i.

ik. um.,1, i "«t lor a time mo'.ionleas, lettingth bub rage ond roar without effort fo check It. Then

caVrS^Z'tllem'bl ""V"fca»ed yon them by ¦tWe> he rang his little bell, l^t in v.in .

? COoW .".'n to rrmove Clermnt
1 hornee from his a. vaneed position, and then in despair he
pot on his hat and nspend-yl the eewrion.

^

flrst i^L* L.?k 10 ,h° 'I.'1* ,nd' .>" beat of the
» .-a;'"'-

- .«1

tion ,T^L l, Tt»«e »»' all the agita
vehement.

^ ° r#i'' °n,y WM no, *° "<**1 and

, I inally, one bf one the members went beck to their seats, the
Joor wss cleared, the President took off his hat, atid M
l>«njoy commenced again. He said Uut he had spoken of

Home men at Touloiwe who, heated by, he did not say what,had cried Vive luguiUutinc! This brought the left to theirfeet again a»d occasioned a long interruption, but the eitrem®violence of the previous outbreak wu* nut repeated. .« 1»peaking of Toulouse," resumed M. Denioy. " You votedfor capital punishment," exclaimed another membor. " Wedid not vote for it," shouted a third. .'No," came from theother side, "you have no dislike to assassins." And so thedisorder which had just prevailed in action was renewed inmutual objurgations. .

At last, though with many interruDti'w *,»'i,j"y d®""
clared that he had no design * ie

Left, and did not -

w .
lhtt

wished ~"ve .e KuiUctine. He also had the tar*, to sp^ak
of me ruah upon himself a* a inugi.ilicent demonstration, ofwhich he desired that all France might have boen witnesses ,foi was it not the most ardent protest possible against the sup¬posed imputation of such a wish * This mollified the Left
somewhat, and ho went on to speak of other banquets, andread several toasts given ut them. One of these toasts, alter
recapitulating the reasons why the old revolution luiled, con¬cluded that the ideal of the republic and of democracy was the
equal division of goods among the members of society. Ano¬
ther toast ia honor of labor and laborers spoke of woik us lteingrendered a chastisement and burden by erroneous doctrines,but destined to lose that odious character when the tepublicshould have realized its divine symbol, and when, according,
to the words of Christ, man should have found the kingdomof God and Hi> righteousness ; by tbis the author of llie toast
meant the associated community. M. Denjoy was as much
interested as any one in bringing the kingdom of (iod dowa
upon earth, for he should expect to have his little share in it.
But it was a dangerous thing to speak of such subjtc's in such
a manner to men in a suffering condition, not sufficiently en¬
lightened to give to words their just value. The insurrection
ol June was replete with instruction on that point. Then the
people had been fed with unfounded hopes, and the Assemblyknew into what kind of action those hopes had been translat¬
ed. He accordingly called upon the Minister of the Interior
for information whether he had taken measures to prevent the
attendance of the public fuctiouaries at a banquet whose cha- '

racter was known befoiohand as well as after it had taken
place.

It must not be supposed, because I have written in one pa¬ragraph the substance of this pait of the speech, lhat it tvas
delivered without interruption. The violence of both llightand Lett was manifested ut almost every word the speaker ut¬
tered ; the Left were heard in denunciations, di8a\''wals and
sneers, and the Right in equally loud asseverations that it was
all tme, and that what M. Denjoy was saying was just the
thing. Once or twice the att< mpt was made by individuals
to crowd him oil* the tribune by taking a place at hit side and
speaking in his stead, but he maintained bis (.lace till he had
got through.

After he had finished, M. Senard made a weak and halt¬
ing reply, in which, as usual, he attempted to please both
sides, and pleased neither. He had no '.'fficial information}
they must not act upon the reports of newsp?pers ; he did not
think it was so bad as it had been represented ; he had ap¬pointed a commission to investigate tne matter, and when
their report came in, he would know what to do, &e. A dis¬
cussion followed between several members, in the course of
which the Government being accused of weakness. General
Lamoriciere, Minister of War, came forward to defend it. He
had forbidden the military officers at Toulouse from attending
the banquet, and had done so with th* advice of Gen. Ca-
vaignac. As for the articles of the journals against the re¬
public that had been cited in connexion with the debate, [se¬
veral of such articles had just been referred to,] the Minister
of Justice authorized him to say that their authors had l*een
prosecuted. The Government would defend the republic with
the mos' prompt energy, from whatever ride carne the attack.
To this most decided disavowal of what M. 8enaid had just

said, that minister replied not a word. It was a rather severe

thing for him, however, and every one supposed that he would
resign the next day. He has not done it yet, and will not.
From this affair in the Assembly it is sufficiently evident

that the hostility of partit* is as strong there as in the pro¬
vinces. It has now passed every limit which separates legal
opposition from the resort to force ; the next :>tep will be a
civil war, with the republicans proper and ultra seeialists on
one side and the moderate men and the members ot the old
parlies on the other.

In speaking of this display of the Assembly it is usual to
cast the blame on one side or the other exclusively, according
to one's piejudicea und partialities. This *eems to me not al¬
together ju»t. Both parties are deserving of blame, and it
would be difficult, on o careful estimate of the circ instances,
to say which was the most culpable. This makes the prospect
for the future only the more gloomy-

The Italian Question.
On Monday the Government waj once more cs'ied on to

explain the 3tate of the Italian mediation, at least so for as to
say on what basis they pioposed to treat. Gen. Cavaignac
simply refused to answer, and the Assembly sustained him by
passing to tbc4>rder of the day. Th>- utmost that was <$oi from
him and from M. Bastide was, that if the treaties of 1815 were
still in actual force, there would be no oc< asion for the media¬
tion at all, and that the Government still regarded itself as
under the obligations previously imposed upon it by the vote
of the Assembly. This amounts to nothing. Fiaitco will
let Italy undergo the fate of Poland, or at least thai is '.ho end
of her pres< ut policy. All the rest is riero talk. Toe repub¬
lic has fallen back upon the statee.nanship ot Louts Ph.lippe,
and it is not a litUe ruriont to see the v.ry men who in the
columns of the Naticnal used to thunder against M. Gutwi,
and, above all, a»ainat his obstinate silence whn questioned
by the Chamber, following precisely in the tame track. Cir¬
cumstance)* alter cases.

Choice of President.
The bill establishing agricultural schools and colleges was

passed yesterday by a large majority, after a very sleepy dis¬
cussion, marked only by the slaughter of an indefinite quan¬
tity of amendments. The rest of the week is to be devoted
to the constitution, if no unfortunate " aiUir" comes m to pre¬
vent. The great question to be decided is, whether the Pre¬
sident shall be chosen by the Assembly or by the people. The
revolutionary paity, pushing the idea of the uniiy of powet
to the utmost, wish foi a President who shall be merely the
instrument of the Assembly, who shall emanati from it and
be liable to instant removal from office' at its pleasure. The
opposite opinion ia entertained by the majority, und wiN
doubtless be the one adopted. Even those who were at first
in fav.x of the choice of the first President by the Assembly
on account of the agitated state of the country, have gene¬
rally renounced that idea, and tha probability is that the risks
of n popular election will lie encoauterol. It will 1* post¬
poned ss long as possible, as every day is regarded by the
Government so much gained to the moderate party.
On Saturday last M Tory Pspy, representative fro;.i Mar¬

tinique, took his seat in the Assembly. He U a dark mulat¬
to, and his appearance excited great attention. He votes with
the radicals of ihe Left. He ia an educated nwr., having stu¬
died law at Paris, and has an air of intelligence.

The Finances.
The C/ommittee on Finance have made a report on the bud¬

get of 1848. 11 appears tha' the appropriations abeady made
for the year amount to 1,836,000,000 jr., or $3^7,000,000.
The Governnent had proposed to reduce this some .">5,000,000
fr., and the committee push their economy so lar as to reduce
it fifty nine millions, or about eleven and a half millions ot
dollirs. This is accomplished, not by cutting down the ei-

(¦ensee of the war establishment, but by diminishing the sala¬
ries of various functionaries. The diplomatic corps is short¬
ened in itr piy, almost without an exception, by the proposi¬
tion of the committee. The salary ef the Minister it Wash-
i )g;on is reduced from 80,000 fr. a year to 00,000 fr., a sum-
on which he can no douU Hvo very comfortably r.fter the re¬
publican fashion. After the economies ol the committee there
Kill remains a deficit of alove three hundred millions to be
provided for ; but the loans already oontraeted will, it is esti¬
mated, fill up that hole. But after all these calculations ore
not certain, for they are founded on the rrtimated amount of
the revenue, which is not only already dimmish'd in every
way, but is liable to fall ofl still further. The difference be¬
tween the income of the customs for the ei^bt months of 1848
and the same period in 1847 is thirty-four millions, and it i*
for from impossible that there msy be a still lara**' reduction
for the rest of the yoar. The only present certainty in pub¬
lic finances, and in private, too, for thai matter, is uncertainty.

It m notable that in tbis budget the expenses of the War
Detriment figure at four hundred and thirty-two mill-ons,
aliout a quarter of the whole, not including tbe^ h®
arm? according to tbe statement is composed of 50 , 0 men,,
with 100,000 bones. Another fact worth remembering Is
that when Napoleon was fighting against all fcoiope the ex¬

penses of his whAte establishment scarcely exc«*ede<l half the
economical budget of the republic.

Ministerial Changea.
There is talk of a new ministerial combination. including

MM. Dofaure, liuvsrgier deHauranne, and I)e FaUou*, with
M Dufaure as Minister iA the Interior. Thia is tbe precursor
of a change which will perhaps take place as s**, as the ques¬
tion on -he election of the President Hjfccided. Gen. Ca¬
vaignac will then quite probably 'Sink the time, has armed £remodel his Cabinet, and, if he does, those gentlemen will be
included in the new arrangement.

. ....

The ef istence of the cholera in Pans is officially denied,
after earefnl investigation, ft i« to be hoped that this declara¬
tion ia not orly troe but may continue to be so.

Twelve thousand persons having been adertised for by the
Government a. emigrant, to Algiers, seventeen thousand have
presented themselves, mostly in a state of r»" <l'«ti«ution.
ft is hardly to be expected that men and women in soch .

condition, ignorant of agriculture, tan successfully undertake
_ihe difficolt labors of a new colony.

The week Iv bulletin of the Prefect of Police wsa published
yesterday. He reports an improvement in the state of trade
and of the jewelry, bronae, and fumitnre manufactures. |q
the fortnight ending last Haturday, the receipts of the theatre*
amounted to 2l3,«83f. or #42,000. Considering that there
are some eighteen establishments, this is not a very Urge in-
mroo in with only twowccptioim th*y uri opun ipvfn night*
in theweak. AMERICU8.


